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King that the doubtful Literati, whom the freedom of the Press
had allowed to flock to Munich, were abusing their liberty in a
most flagrant manner. This could scarcely add to the King's
pleasure in his decrees, and it was from that moment that Ludwig
began to manifest that inclination towards autocracy which, in
spite of all his enthusiasm for a Constitution, lay dormant in his
character.

The King had recently heard that he was accused of showing
too great a preference for the Roman Catholic religion and its
priests. That annoyed him the more because he intended to be
ruler over the clergy as well as over his other subjects, and
considered that it was wrong to regard him merely as a satellite.
'I am heart and soul for religion, but I will not tolerate clerical
domination/ Tann rejoiced at this forceful statement: 'Yes,
Your Majesty is capable of keeping presumptuous priests of
any creed within bounds . . . but it is a daring move against
public opinion. That unmannerly jade will have to learn that the
twin towers of the Franenkirche could bend more easily than her
master.'1

Whenever Ludwig was harassed by affairs of a disagreeable
nature, his longing for his friend in distant Italy grew stronger.
She continued to assure him that he was the man to whom she
owed most in the world,2 and she protested her love in the broken
German she had learned to please him: 'Oh mcin Geliebter, wieviel
ich Dich liebe! Ich habe fur Dick ein unbeschreiblicher und
bestandiger Liebe.'3 Mariannina rejoiced when the King informed
her that he was thinking of going to Rome early in the following
year, and she decided to look for a house there for herself and her
husband during that time.

The King intended to be away two months. He left Munich on
9th January, and on I7th was in his Villa Giardino di Malta on the
Pincio. He did not visit Colombella first, and had even decided
not to see the Florenzis this time. This decision was due in great
part to the fact that the Marchesc, on the occasion of his visit to
Munich, had explained his difficult position to the King, but it
was also due to hints thrown out by the dismissed governess that
the Marchesa's interests were not confined to her husband and the
King. Nevertheless, the King cherished secret hopes of a meeting.
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